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According to a panel of

experts that was assembled
by the National Institutes of
Health, replacing painful
knees with man-made joints is
a highly successful and cost

effective procedure.  The
panel, which was gathered to
analyze the risks and benefits
of total knee replacement,
found that “there appears to
be a rapid and substantial
improvement in the patient’s
pain, functional status, and
overall health-related quality
of life in about 90 percent of
patients, and 85 percent of
patients are satisfied with the
results of the surgery.
“Although most patients are
Medicare beneficiaries, the
age of patients undergoing
total-knee replacement
surgery is declining to the
point at which it is now not
uncommon to find patients in
their 50’s receiving
replacement knees.

Since different orthopaedic
surgeons prefer certain
procedures and prosthetics to
others, it is important to find
the right surgeon for you.  If
you are considering joint
replacement surgery, find an
orthopaedist whom you trust,
and be sure to discuss
procedure  and prosthetic
options.  For more information
about joint replacement or to
discuss  other orthopaedic
matters call FRONT RANGE
ORTHOPAEDICS at (719)
473-3332. We are located at
175 S. Union Blvd., Suite
200.

P.S. The panel of experts
mentioned above found that
the failure rate of knee-
replacement surgery was
about  one percent per year,
over a twenty year period.


